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SPNS 432  
Teaching Toward Hope: Human Rights Issues 






• Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00-12:20 
• Via Zoom 
 
Contact Information: 
• Professor Clary Loisel    
• Office: LA 428     
• Telephone: 721-1182      
• E-mail: clary.loisel@umontana.edu     
• Office Hours via Telephone (721-1182) or Zoom: TR 9:00-9:30; MW 12:30-
1:00 
 
Course Description/Objectives:  
As Marjorie Agosín explains in the introduction to Writing Toward Hope, this 
course “presents an important group of literary voices specific to Latin 
American culture.  The voices are varied and from many countries, but they 
have much in common.  All respond to an understanding that collective 
history is an experience that affects all citizens dominated by 
authoritarianism and fear.  All share an ethical and artistic vision born of the 
peculiarities of political violence and social injustice.  The clear 
understanding that the personal is political and historical is one of the 
principal components of this literature that denounces through realistic and 
direct rhetoric or through ambiguous and subtle poetry (xix-xx).  She goes 
on to say that the authors whom we will read during this course 
“participated in a long tradition that articulated the possibility of 
representing through the literary imagination, the social and political 
landscape of the everyday and the collective experience of a people, with all 
of its symbolic, social, and literary meaning.  These writers present a new 
way of telling.  Thus, we observe how the language used by these authors 
bears direct witness to a period of repression and is capable of defying 
censure.  These writers are united in the most important cultural traditions 
of the twentieth-century and articulate life and literature as integral 
elements of the human conscience.  Writing is a body of human expression, 
in which the daily conventions of our lives join with the ambiguities and 
subtleties of literature.  But we must add in the bodies of the disappeared 
without identity, without memory—and this becomes the existential body of 
this literature that is not quieted by the dominant ideology or its power to 
deny what is happening.  In the context of the early 1970s, it is impossible 
to deny the bodies floating by the banks of the Mapocho River in Santiago.  
It is impossible to look at the streets of El Salvador and not see the 
mutilated bodies strewn throughout.  The literature of this period gathers 
the victimized bodies and arms them with words: it restores them and offers 
them dignity” (xxi).  
 
 
Course Outcomes:  
Specifically, students should be able to:  
• Demonstrate an understanding of the way that societies across 
national boundaries deal with human rights issues 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the ways that the lives of 
marginalized community members (Jews, women, homosexuals, 
the poor, political dissidents, children, and indigenous people) 
are shaped by social institutions 
• Evaluate multiple perspectives about lives and identities by 
integrating history, literature, and film.   
• Write and speak articulately about human rights issues and 
demonstrate critical thinking skills  
• Become a better “global citizen.”  Global citizenship can be 
defined as a moral and ethical disposition which can guide the 
understanding of individuals or groups in both local and global 
contexts and remind them of their relative responsibilities within 
various communities.  Global citizenship can be motivated by 
global interests (a sense of universal equality), and concern for 
fellow human beings, human rights, and human dignity.  The key 
tenets of global citizenship include respect for any and all fellow 
global citizens, regardless of race, religion, creed, or sexual 
orientation and give rise to a universal empathy beyond the 
barriers of nationality. 
 
Required Texts/Readings:  
Nothing for you to purchase.  I will provide you with all the readings via 




Consistent attendance is essential to acquire the skills needed to analyze 
literature.  The material in this course is cumulative and requires constant 
practice.  If you miss an important step along the way, your understanding 
of future concepts may be significantly impaired.  Students are responsible 
for class work and assignments they miss.  Please get the phone number 
from at least two of your classmates during the first week of classes.  Please 
do not call me and ask me what you missed.   
 
Preparation and Active Participation:  
A satisfactory participation and preparation grade assumes that you come to 
class each day prepared to actively engage in all class activities.  You will 
have the responsibility of reading the literature on your own before we 
discuss it in class so that class time can be used to answer questions and to 
develop critical approaches. To solidify a high grade for participation/ 
preparation, I would like to encourage you to volunteer to discuss any of the 
literary selections we will read or any of the films that we will view.   
 
I have prepared a handout called “Tarea diaria”, which outlines what you 
need to do before coming to class.  This handout will be available under 
separate cover. 
 
Papers: I have prepared a handout that covers Paper 1, Paper 2, and the 
Research Paper.  This handout will be available under separate cover. 
 
Important Information about your Term Paper: 
 I suggest that you Google “How to Write a Term Paper” and familiarize 
yourself with what you will need to do. 
  
No later than 12:20 PM on October 27, you must turn in your term paper.  If 
you do not turn in your paper on time, your grade for the term paper will be 
zero.  I will only accept a late paper if you can provide a verifiable, 
documented excuse.  I will NOT accept any type of technical problem as an 
excuse.  If you are sick on October 27, be sure to get a note from your 
doctor; otherwise, I cannot accept your paper.   
 
You will turn in a seven to ten-page paper written in your best Spanish, 
complete with a “Works Cited” page (“Obras citadas” in Spanish) of at least 
five academic sources (and notes if appropriate) in which you will apply what 
you have learned throughout the semester to a topic of your choosing in 
consultation with me.  
 
You must find critical sources on your own.  You may not count the work 
itself as a source.  Make sure all of your sources are appropriate academic 
sources.  Note: Wikipedia is NOT an academic source. [You may not use any 
part of a paper that you have written (or are writing) for another class for 
this class.  If I find out that you have submitted a paper for another class or 
parts of a paper from another class for this class (or vice versa), you will 
receive a zero on your term paper for this class.  Moreover, if you change 
topics regarding you research paper without first getting my permission, I 
will deduct 15 points from your grade on the term paper].  I am interested 
in seeing how well you have synthesized the material presented in class 
during the semester as well as your ability to work independently.  I, of 
course, will try to help you the best I can, but please do not expect me to 
pick a topic for you, tell you how to organize your paper, tell you what to 
say, or how to conclude.  Furthermore, I will not answer specific questions 
concerning grammar or vocabulary. By deciding to take this course, you 
agree to be responsible for all the rules and regulations of the “Student 
Conduct Code” (and will adhere to them).  Please familiarize yourself with 
“Plagiarism” as explained in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research 
Papers, available in the Reference Section of the library.  If you commit 
plagiarism, you will receive an F in this course, and I will take you to Honor 
Court.  Plagiarism is an extremely serious offense.  If you commit 
plagiarism, it is possible that you will be expelled from the University.  
 
Please be sure to tell me your paper topic before you start your research 
project.  Our library may not have what you are looking for, and it will be 
necessary to order it through interlibrary loan.  I suggest that you start early 
so that you can avoid problems and delays late in the semester.  I will not 
accept the excuse that your materials did not arrive in time.  Furthermore, 
you should familiarize yourself with the handouts “Guide to Literary 
Criticism” and “Current Periodical Subscriptions in Foreign Languages,” both 
of which are available free at the library.  If you do not adhere to MLA style, 
the highest grade that you can make on your term paper will be an 85. 
  
Please note that Spanish Spell-check/Grammar/Thesaurus is available on all 




Oral Presentation:  
 
Your oral presentation will be an oral version of your research paper.  I have 
prepared a handout on the “Presentaciones Orales” and will distribute it at a 
later date. 
 
Grading Scale/Assessment:  
 
The course is structured so students regularly receive feedback to achieve 
the stated outcomes.  Progress toward the stated outcomes is assessed 
using the following criteria: 
  
Evaluation for undergraduates: 
  
 Attendance, preparation, and active participation:  15% 
 Two 4-6 page papers (each worth 15%)    30% 
Research paper (7-10 pages: NOT including  
bibliography and/or footnotes):    20% 
Oral presentation:        20% 
Final Exam (3-4 pages):      15% 
 
 
Final Exam: “Best Work of the Semester” (3-5 pages).  I will prepare a 




 A: 94-100; A-: 90-93; B+: 87-89; B: 84-86; B-: 80-83;  
C+: 77-79; C: 74-76; C-: 70-73; D+: 67-69; D: 64-66;  
D-: 60-63; F: 0-59 
 
Other Information: 
If you need a quick refresher course on how to analyze poetry, a short story, 
a theatrical work, etc., don’t hesitate to Google these topics.  Try “How to 
Analyze Poetry” for example.  You should come up with many hits.   
 
Course Schedule/Tentative Calendar: 
 
Aug.  20: Introduction 
 
 25: Commentary on the course.  
27: Bearing Witness in the Dark: “Emma Sepúlveda, Argentina”  
https://youtu.be/Okw_jH2aU0w 
 
Sept. 08: “Jacobo Timerman, Ucrania” 
https://youtu.be/rZ_dweFpdRY 
10: “Reinaldo Arenas, Cuba” 
https://youtu.be/StjR5vwUVLs 
 
15: Discussion of the film Fresa y chocolate / Strawberry and  
 Chocolate  
Movie: (Available via Netflix or the Mansfield Library) 
Interviews with the directors: 
https://youtu.be/3vx3xOx7QFg 
https://youtu.be/dvP7UJsUHIQ 
17: Paper I Due  




22: “Griselda Gambaro, Argentina”  
https://youtu.be/NHmIqWOoQXw 
24: “Griselda Gambaro, Argentina” (continuación); 
 
29: Bartolomé de Las Casas 
Oct: 01: Discussion of the film También la lluvia / Even the Rain (Available 
via Netflix or the Mansfield Library) 
Interview with director: https://youtu.be/_vClkoS8YKg 
 
06: Voices of a Silenced Memory: “Rosario Castellanos, México” 
https://youtu.be/ISp5Nv3oTnI 
08: Paper II Due  
“Nancy Morejón, Cuba” https://youtu.be/SA6CJR7IKpc Cuba/US 
Relations 6 min; good closed captions 
https://youtu.be/NMD_QNFXyT0 Who is Nancy Morejón 40 min; good closed 
caption 
 
13: Commentary on oral presentation  
15: Discussion of the film Minas del Diablo / The Devil’s Miner  









22: Discussion the film Sin nombre (Available via Netflix or the  




NOT Free https://www.netflix.com/Title/70154110 Netflix or Mansfield  
 Library Only 
 
27: Term Paper Due  
Preparations for Oral Presentations  
29: Oral Presentations Begin 
 
Nov. 03: Election Day. No class. Be sure to vote!  
05: Oral Presentations  
 
10: Oral Presentations  
12: Oral Presentations  
 
17: Last Class Day. Writing Toward Hope: “Pablo Neruda, Chile”  
(“El gran mantel”) https://youtu.be/Ao6V2UEgNp4 
 
 
Final Exam: 10:10-12:10 Friday, November 20.  You must turn in your final 
exam by 12:10 on this day.  
 
Special Accommodation: 
If you are a student with a disability and wish to discuss reasonable 
accommodations for this course, please contact me immediately via an office 
visit to discuss the specific course accommodations you wish to request.  
Please be advised that I request you to provide a letter from Disability 
Services for Students verifying your right to reasonable modifications.  If 
you have not yet contacted Disability Services located in Lommasson Center 
154, please do so in order to verify your disability and to coordinate your 
reasonable modifications.  For more information, please contact Disability 
Services website at www.umt.edu/dss/. 
 
Academic Dishonesty: 
All students must practice academic honesty.  Academic misconduct is 
subject to an academic penalty by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary 
sanction by the University. All students need to be familiar with the Student 












Attendance: (Days absent) _________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________     
  
Preparation/Active Participation: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________________________  15% _____ 
 
  
Two Papers (each is worth 15%):  
Paper 1 _____         15% _____ 
Paper 2 _____         15% _____ 
 
 Term paper (7-10 pages exclusive of notes  
and works cited): _____      20% _____ 
 
Oral Presentation: _____        20% _____ 
 
Final Exam: _____         15% _____ 
 
Numerical Average:          _____ 
 
Course Grade:           _____ 
 
 
 
 
